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January 24-30, 2016 
 
Sunday, January 24 
3:00 PM Guided Walk – “Life at the Windmill”  The desert may seem to be an impossible place to live but a 
significant number of living things thrive in this extreme environment.  Join Ranger B. Smith for an hour of discovery 
and exploration into the secret, and not so secret, stories of life at the windmill.  Meet at Dugout Wells, six miles south 
of Panther Junction Visitor Center.  Bring water and a hat.  ¼ mile.  1 hour. 
 
7:30 PM Evening Program – “Rattlesnake Country”  With their sharp fangs and venomous bite, rattlesnakes are 
often feared by humans.  Join Ranger C. Rinas to test your knowledge of these reptiles and learn how to safely enjoy 
the outdoors now that you’re in rattlesnake country.  Meet at the Chisos Basin Amphitheater. Wheelchair accessible.  
Bring a flashlight. 1 hour. 
 
Monday, January 25 
3:00 PM Guided Walk – “Hot Springs, a History”  From prehistoric camp to healing resort, the hot springs on the 
Rio Grande have been a focal point for communities throughout history. The art and homes they left behind reveal 
their stories. Join Ranger J. Woerner to learn more about the history of the Hot Springs.  Meet at the Hot Springs store 
(50 yards from the parking lot).  Bring water, a hat, and good walking shoes.  1 mile.  1 hour. 
 
Wednesday, January 27 
3:00 PM Program – “Scorpions” How is a scorpion like an alligator?  What do they have in common with seals? Join 
Ranger K. Eckert to learn more about scorpions, common misconceptions, and the unusual similarities they have to 
other species.  Meet on the patio outside the Chisos Mountains Lodge.  Wheelchair accessible.  45 minutes. 
 
Thursday, January 28 
3:00PM Guided Walk – “Soap from Yucca & More!”  If you have the knowledge just about everything you need can 
be obtained from plants.  Join Ranger C. Rinas on this easy 0.5 mile walk to learn about some of the traditional uses of 
plants. Bring water and sun protection. Meet at the Dugout Wells picnic area.  1/3 mile walk.  45 minutes. 
 
8:00 PM  Evening Program – “Star-gazing with Binoculars and the Naked Eye”   You don’t need a telescope to 
locate and enjoy many of the natural wonders in the night skies over Big Bend National Park. Join Volunteer R. Wonite 
for a laser-guided tour of the more prominent stars, star clusters and nebulae in the winter sky, weather permitting. 
Meet at the pullout at Mile 15.3 on the road to Rio Grande Village. Wheelchair accessible. Bring binoculars and/or a 
chair if you have them. 1 hour. 
 
Friday, January 29 
3:00 PM Guided Walk – “Life at the Windmill”  The desert may seem to be an impossible place to live but a 
significant number of living things thrive in this extreme environment.  Join Ranger B. Smith for an hour of discovery 
and exploration into the secret, and not so secret, stories of life at the windmill.  Meet at Dugout Wells, six miles south 
of Panther Junction Visitor Center.  Bring water and a hat.  ¼ mile.  1 hour. 
 
7:30 PM Evening Program – “Band on the Run” Who were the nomadic Plains Indians that were amazing 
equestrians, savvy traders, but also marauders and thieves? Join Ranger K. Eckert to learn more about the Comanche 
and their way of life, with story telling that will engage the senses.  Meet at the Chisos Basin Amphitheater. Wheelchair 
accessible.  Bring a flashlight. 1 hour. 
 
Saturday, January 30 
9:30 AM Guided Walk – “The Way We Walk”  Many of us have enjoyed hiking on trails, but have you ever thought 
about how or why these trails were built?  Join Ranger J. Woerner for a closer look at the work and thought behind trail 
building.  Meet at the Chisos Basin Trailhead.  Bring water, a hat, and good walking shoes.  1/2 mile.  45 minutes. 
 
7:30 PM Evening Program – “Jet Fighters & Hang Gliders:  The World of Big Bend’s Raptors”  Big Bend is 
home to a rich diversity of birds, including raptors.  Join Ranger M. Lavender for a visual program to learn more about 
this unique type of bird, how to identify them in the wild, and what makes them so inspirational.  Meet at the Chisos 
Basin Amphitheater. Wheelchair accessible.  Bring a flashlight.  1 hour.   
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